Rosemarie David AAT
16 Bridle Court
Madeley
Telford
TF7 5SG




3rd June 2026

For the attention of the Clerk / Responsible Finance Officer
Ercall Magna Parish Council 

For the attention of the Chairman & Councillors 


Dear Chairman and Councillors 

Internal Audit Report
Ercall Magna Parish Council – April 2025 – March 2026

The Accounts & Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (as amended) require all Parish & Town Councils to undertake an effective internal audit to evaluate the effectiveness of their risk management, control and governance processes, taking into account public sector internal auditing standards or guidance.  

I can confirm that I am independent of the Council.

The internal audit work that has been carried out has been planned to enable me to give an opinion on the control objectives set out in the Annual Internal Auditor’s Report on the 2025-2026 Accountability & Governance Annual Return (AGAR).

I have complied with the legal requirements and proper practices set out in the Accountability and Governance for Smaller Authorities – a Practitioner’s Guide (England) 2025 and the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations as amended.

Background
The council is not a sole managing trustee.
The council should comply with the Local Government Transparency Code 2015.  Confirmation has been obtained of good practice and compliance from the council’s website.
The parish council uses Scribe Accounting Software.  All transactions have been recorded on the software, and its continued use will provide the council with an effective system to record all financial transactions and budget information.
The Clerk has allowed access to the information on Scribe for the period of 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026 to support the current governance and financial management position of the council.

Internal Audit Checks
I have undertaken a series of audit tests on the council’s financial records, vouchers, documents, minutes, policies, procedures and insurance documentation to ascertain the efficiency and effectiveness of the parish council’s internal control framework.  This internal audit report is based on the audit testing carried out at the review.

During the audit, I have checked:
· Minutes
· Policies and Procedures
· Bank and cash
· Receipts & Payments 
· VAT claims
· Insurance
· Budgets and reserves
· PAYE
· Transparency
· End of Year procedures

Findings
Details of good practice have been noted, recommendations and other matters to be brought to the attention of the parish council are set out below:

Good Practice
· The records are well maintained
· The Clerk continues to be aware of the requirements of GDPR
· All financial input is up to date and easy to follow
· The budgeting process is evident and monitored
· The council has sufficient reserves
· Invoices are checked and matched to decisions or orders
· Financial Regulations are followed
· Minutes record details of decisions and approval
· Bank reconciliations are carried out regularly and were accurate and presented to the Councillors
· The parish councillors take an active and effective scrutiny role
· The insurance is effective and based on the council’s risk assessment policy and plan
· Payments to HMRC are made regularly
· The asset register is up to date
· VAT reimbursement claims are submitted annually

Recommendations
There are no formal recommendations from this Annual Internal Audit Review.

End of Year Procedures for 2025/26

A full check of the End of Year documentation presented by the Clerk / RFO has been confirmed as accurate and the details are prepared to be submitted to the External Auditor.

The Parish Council must provide the proper opportunity for the Exercise of Public Rights in accordance with the requirements of the regulations.  Accurate and appropriate publicity of this for 2024/25 was available on the website.  A draft of the announcement for 2025/26 was available to me.





In summary, I am pleased to report that the various records and procedures in place for the council, provide an appropriate and high standard of control.

This report should be noted and taken to the next meeting of the Parish Council to inform them that the internal audit work has been completed and that there are no recommendations.  
The detail of this Audit Letter Report should also be minuted for completeness.



Yours truly


Rosemarie David AAT
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